How-to-Guide

reating a frog pund

teachers and students with an understanding of how to
make a native habitat pond or frog bog, be involved in
school grounds improvement and conserve bicdiversity.

This Junior Landcare guide is designed to provide

The guide has been developed by teachers in schools in
rasponse to an identified nead and learning that is valued
in the Australian Curriculum.

Gordonvale State School, a Junior Landcare Award winning
school, is located 23 kilometres south of Cairns. Students,
teachers, other school staff and the community have
actively engaged in developing envircnmental sustainability
policies and practices for the school. One project was
building a frog pond! Chack out their ideas or visit the
school if you are in the area.

Steps for making a frog pond

(or any type of native habitat pond)

1. Investigate pends in cther schools especially safety
management ideas that are used. Socme scheools install
a metal grill under the water surface, while others locate
the ponds in a well fenced off 'natural area’. Cther ideas
include making a very shallow frog bog or pond or
placing it in a frequently used area where everyone can
see what's going on.

2. Find cut more about your local council's requirements
before you plan to start. It would also help talking to
your Department of Education office or nearby Catholic

Education office to find out more about any regulations
thay might have. Ask questions about the size, depth and
location of school ground water features.

Explore the direction of water flows in the school,
preferably after it has rained. The ideal locaticon for

the pond may be where runoff naturally accumulates.
Anocther source of water to consider is water that could
be used from the school's downpipes. Try to ensure
that the pond site will not receive any excess nutrients
from runoff.

. Choose your location after asking questions like

‘Who can live here?’. To attract any fauna, the location
needs to ensure they can find or have access to:

a. Food

Water

Shelter

Nesting materials

Protection from predators
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Design the pond remembering that an average depth of
30cm will be suitable for water creatures. Your design
might feature sloping sides, a shoreline of varicus habitat
coves or a gradually sloping beach. Consider whether to
have an ‘overflow’ pond area too for excess rainwater.

. Think about your construction options as many ponds

use a commercially available liner, whilst others use
concrete or a thick layer of compacted clay. Seek advice
from a pond expert.



7. Get digging making sure the edgesof the pond are laval
Uze adumpy level or 3 simpla water laval — try a clear
tube long encughto reach the extremities.

8. Use the soil to areate mounds and undulations near
the pond.

9. Linethe dug out pond with sand, old carpet or
hessian bags.

10. Lay the pond liner.

11. Check for any added chemicals in the local watear
sUpply before filling with water, Chioring will dissipate
within @ weaeak howeavear other chemicals may require
a neutralizer. For a healthy pond add & bu cket of water
from & nearby ratural pond.

12. Fill the pond with water and place rocks and tree
branches inthe pond as labiatand climbing places
for wildlife.
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13, Selectappropriate indigencus aquatic plants,
Some might float while others might gron tall out of
the water. Plant dense rative grasses and shrubs along
the edqge for hiding spaces and a food supply. Get more
plant suggeastions from your local nursany of coundl.

14. Create 3 boundary around the pond with a low fence,
l>q seating of lArge rocks. Talk about "How 1o be safe
around the pond’ and publicize safety precautions
with sigrage nearby.

Have funl

Cross Curriculum Priority: Sustainability

Q02 Alllife forms, induding hurman life, are connected
through ecosystams on which they depend for
their wellbeing and survival,

Q.3 Sustainable pattarns of living rely on the
interdependence of healthy social, economic and
acological systems.

QN5 World views are fiormed by expeariences at
persongl, locl national and global levels and ara
linked t< individual and axmmunity acticns for
sustainability.

Q7 Actions fora more sustainable future reflact
values of care, respact and responsibiliy,

and require us to explore and understand
ArirQnmants.

209 Sustainable futuras result from actions designead
to presenve andfor rastore the quality and
unigueness of environmearnts,
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