How-to-Guide

Enhancing habitats...
It's fun and easy!

his Junicr Landcare guide is desighed to provide
Tteachers and students with an understanding of how

to undertake Junior Landcare projects to enhance
and restore habitats. A habitat is the place where plants,
animals and organisms live and in the school grounds
there can be lots of habitats with local native plants that

will attract native animals.

The guide has been developed by teachers in schools in
rasponse to an identified nead and learning that is valued
in the Australian Curriculum.

Waikeria Primary School, in the Riverland in South
Australia has a Youth Environment Team who in
partnership with Riverland West Landcare and the Regent
Parrct Recovery Team has won a Junior Landcare Award.

The team is actively invclved in enhancing habitats

and reducing the decline of the Regent Parrct, a
vulnerable species in the area. All students get involved
in supporting the plight of this bird and are proud that
there are signs showing an increase in Regent Parrot bird
sightings.

The basic requirements for attracting native fauna to a
garden are food, water, shelter, nasting materials, safe
places to raise young and closeness to similar areas.

Steps for attracting native fauna

Like Waikerie Primary School students you can:

Hold a special assembly to inform others of the plan to
conserve local biodiversity (plants and animals).

Identify existing habitats and features (both natural or
built) in the school grounds.

Record these on a map of the school grounds.

Think about pretecting and expanding them,
if appropriate.

Look around the school grounds for signs of fauna
(birds, insacts, mammals, lizards, butterflies) and their
habitats. Mark in the habitats on the map already started
and note ‘Who can live here?’.

Set up ateam including parents, community Landcare
officers and others with expertise to assist in choosing
thea types of native habitat that could be developed in the
school grounds.

Research the needs of the species of fauna suited to the
type of habitat being considered.

Develop a list of things the habitat requires.

Be sure to consider scurces of food, water, shelter and
nesting materials.

If creating a new habitat:

Create new habitats with three layers: trees, shrubs and
groundcovers. Local native plants are good to grow
because they are well adapted to local climates, soils
and conditions.



+  Prowvide shelter for animals using logs and rocks to
ancourage and protect plants and animals.

+  Create shaded areas for animals and people too.

+ Eradicate any weeds and pests.

+  Llgse screening plants to conceal urnattractive areas.
+  Plant hedging plants to oreate wind braaks.

+  Fence off areas that have original veq etation.

+ Eract nasting boxes fior native birds and possums.
+  Place logs inappropriate places for wildlife.

+  Plant eucalyptu s treas as theay provide homeas for birds
suchas parrots.

+  Plant rough barked trees to provide habitat for insacts.

*

Indude bird hides to monitor birds in the area.

*

Indude seating areas for quietactivities and bird
igelglizeldlalo}

*

Eract signs a5 'no 9o’ areas.

*

Cisplay signs that highlight, describe and protect spe cial
spacias,
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= Year & Science
SR | Strand: Biological sciences
E' The growth and survival of living things are affectad

by the physical conditions of theair environmeant
ACSSLI0S

U

Year 2 and 6 Health and Physical Education

Strand: Personal Social and Community Health:
Being healthy. sate and active

Plan and practise strategies to promote health, safety
and wellbeing ACPPI0S4

Austrafian Curr

+  Monitor progress and chang e anything that doasn't
itk

+  Take photos to use inschool newsletters local
newspapers and grant applcaticns.

+  Keepthe school communiy Updated with prograss
through the school newsletter, assemblies, website and
posters.

+  Mominate monitors to ensure special places are
protected.

Have fun!

Cross Curriculum Priority: Sustainability

Q02 Alllife forms, induding huran life, are
connected through ecosystams ohwhich they
depeand for their wellbaing and surival.

23 Sustainable pattarns of living rely on the
interdependence of healthy social, economic
and ecological systams.

Q5 World viewsare formed by expeariences at
personal, local national and global levels, and
are linked to individual and comnmu nity acticns
for sustairability.

2T Actions for a more sustainable future reflect
values of care, respact and responsibiliy,

and require us to explore and und erstand
Ariro N arts.,

209 Sustainable futuras result from actions designead
to presenve andfor restore the quality and
unigueness of environmearts.
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